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BIRDIES FOR CHARITY FACT SHEET 
 
 
 

The John Deere Classic donated $13.9 million to 481 charities in 2022. 
The John Deere Classic is a 501c3 not-for-profit organization. We deliver 100% of our charity pledges, along 
with a major portion of our profits, to the charities that partner with us.   And, thanks to John Deere’s generous 
sponsorship of the program, we can deliver 100 cents on the dollar collected through Birdies for Charity 
donations. 
 
 

The John Deere Classic delivers most of its profits to participating charities. 
In addition to the straight Birdies for Charity dollars, in 2022 the John Deere Classic donated a 7% bonus to 
every participating charity. This bonus came directly from contributions to the Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund, 
and a John Deere Foundation match to those Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund contributions.   
 
 

The bonus is a true “unrestricted match” for your charity. 
It is the rarest of all gifts, a “freebie” with no qualifications that the charity can use as they see fit. In 2022, over 
100 individuals and businesses saw the value of this and made gifts in excess of $10,000 each through the 
Birdies for Charity Partner program. In total, the Partner program generated over $7.3 million!  
 
 

The John Deere Classic has a $54.3 million impact on the Quad City Area. 
In terms of national prominence, tourism promotion, and economic impact the John Deere Classic is by far the 
largest charitable event in the area.  We help keep the Quad Cities a destination for the rest of the country, 
through national television coverage and publicity.  John Deere Classic is broadcast to over 300 million homes 
domestically and 800 million more around the world for a total of over 1 Billion—including 200 countries and 
territories.   
 
 

We can’t make it happen without your help and partnership. 
Professional golfers, volunteers, sponsors, individual charitable partners, businesses and charities – we are all 
Classic partners together – and we are all winners.   We not only raise money for the community, we create a 
wonderful event with national recognition. 
 

To do this, we have to keep our standing with the PGA TOUR secure.  Our charitable strength is crucial in this 
regard.  We need to be sure we can meet the growing demand for our Birdies for Charity match.  Moving 
forward, we need to expand our community support.    That is why we are asking our charity partners to help us 
grow and requesting donors who value the bonus to help us by purchasing event sponsorships or by 
contributing to the Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund which directly supports the match. 
 
 

There will continue to be a match and bonus in 2023. 
John Deere Classic will again promise all charities a 5% bonus on amounts up to their prior year pledge total, or 
$100,000, whichever is greater.  As always, the tournament hopes to deliver more than 5%, with additional 
bonus dollars based on tournament revenues, direct donations to the Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund, and the 
John Deere Foundation match. 
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